While growing up many of us may have experienced moments when we were weary of meeting
a cousin or a relative for the first time. Did you also experience such a moment? What was the
occasion? How did you overcome that sense of unease? Discuss with the class.

e knew already that there wasn’t to be any proper

Christmas, because Aunt Ellie had come home very
ill from India. She was at a hotel in London and mother
had to go to her, and father was away with his ship.

After we had said goodbye to mother, we were left to
ourselves. Then mother came suddenly back in a cab and
with her was Sidney, very thin and yellow. Mother didn’t

even come in. She just said, “Here’s your Cousin Sidney. Be |
nice to him and give him a good time.” ‘

We said, “How do you do? to Cousin Sidney, who replled,
“Quite well, thank you.” Then, curiously enough, no one

could think of anything more to say.

I never felt such a duffer. With all the millions of interesting

things that there are to say, I couldn’t think of one. At last I,

that is Rupert, said, “Do you like games?”

Cousin Sidney replied, “Some games [ do,” in a tone that
made me sure that they weren't our kmd of games

dufﬁ'r a person who 18 mcompetent or slow
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(hen Hilda said

.urprise for Rupert and Sidney.”
Before | could think of any way of stopping them they had fled the scene. 1 was left alone Withithe .
stranger. | said Is ther nything vou'd li} dad
And he said 0. thank vor
Neither of us said anything for a bit—and I could hear the others shrieking with laughter in the
hall
i'h?,”"I""'f"df’1;|‘gf'"[,,,?r,,j D ’

V's,” said the cousin
Then take a book,” 1 said hastily, for I really could not stand it another second. “I think I o.ughl
lue:u.||n1lui}ilha'c»llv:r. | t} Id vou }

1 n the eldes

Hilda's idea was Indians, and 1 t} ht

would be nice. So we made one with the hall

We dressed up in the striped blankets off our beds, puton mother’s
beads and wal i"“"' and got H:w.;; t wig "

W am. Then we sent Eliza to tell Cousin Sidney that the
surprise was ready

table and the rugs off the floor

AT T e 100t 8 2

shrighong; makiné-; shon ;eryloud cry, ina high pitch

wigwam: a dome-shaped tent used by Native Americans :
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When he got to the bottom of the stairs we burst forth in all our war-paint from the wigwam 1y
in front of our cousin.

wild Indians did the finest war-dance I've ever seen 1 '
denly on the bottom step. We thought he Was

le

He gave one little scream, and then sat down sud _
miring the war-dance till Eliza went up to him and shook hlrl',l’-

“Stgpﬂiat noise,” she said to us, “he’s gone off into @ dead faint. g

Of course we were sorry, but we never thought he'd be such a muff as to be frightened of thy,
Red Indians.

“I wish we hadn’t,” Hilda said.

And 1 said, “We could not have expected our cousin to be 2 ch
to have a muffin the house at all, but a related muff”

Next day being Christmas Day, I set aside my pride to tell Sidney we were sorry about the Indians

Sidney said, “It doesn’t matter. I'm sorry, t0o. Only I didn’t expect it. -
We suggested two or three games, but Sidney said he would rather read. So, we decided to go oy
with the Indian game.
While Sidney read Treasure Island, we
casualties except a gas globe.
After lunch we thought of flying machines. Hilda and Hugh e v~{ings of some sheets of yelloy
and pink paper and played at fairies up and down the stairs , while Sidney sat at the bottom of the
eading. I was determined to have a flying machine with real wings. I fashioned
-d on with strine. Then I got a v and fastened it on with belts, |
the top of the stairs shouted,

.'splendidly down the stairs,

as still fluttering about half-
rcase. It banged against
where the gas was
playing Indians.

icken-hearted muff. It’s bad enough

played Red Indians and soldiers on the stairs with g

nd her lace collar
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By that time the fire was out. Sidney gasped, “It’s
all right. You aren’t burned, Hilda, are you?”
Hilda was much too frightened to know

and Eliza looked her over. There was

only a small scorch on her neck but a

good deal of her hair was frizzled short.

Everyone stood, rather breathless and *
pale. I felt perfectly awful, ashamed
and rather sick. “You're a regular
hero, Sidney,” I said, “and yesterday I
said you were a muff. I'm jolly sorry I
did. Shake hands, won’t you?”

Sidney hesitated.

“Too proud?” I said, feeling hurt.
“It’'s—it’s a little burnt, I think,” said
Sidney, “don’t be angry.” And he held
out his left hand.

I grasped it. “I do beg your pardon,
you are a hero!” When they’d done
Sidney’s hand up with a great, big,
fat plaster I said to him. “I don’t care

if you don’t like games. Let’s be pals.”
He said, “I do like games
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¢. hewas naturally shy
d. he felt superior to everyone else

B. Answer the following questions.

. Why wouldn’t the children have a proper Christmas?
What was the children’s firsc impression of Sidney?

Why did Rupert feel like a duffer?

Describe Sidney’s reaction to the Red Indians.

How did Hilda’s wings catch fire?

Why did Rupert say that Sidney was a ‘hero’?

C. Think and answer.

- What made Rupert feel uncomfortable when he first met Sidney?

2 Is Rupert a good story teller in your opinion? Support your answer with an evidence from the SUO*’Y
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A. Choose the suitable words from the box to classify the ﬁ)llomngsenm ccord

on..
D = declarative  IN = interrogative ~ E = exclamatory  IM =

Why have you opened the window?

We will watch a movie in the evening.
Keep quiet and do your work.

What a great film it was!

When are the visitors expected to arrive?

Please visit the dentist today.

B. Rewrite the following sentences according to the instructions in brackets.

1. You will come for the interview tomorrow. (interrogative)

Have the police been informed of the theft? (declarative)

She is a wonderful singer. (exclamatory)
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v "m‘ of the most memorable moments that you shared with v,
h younger. What are some of the moments that you share with v,

. ase moments with your group.

n left by a person for someone who cannot be contacted at that momen;

It serves to:
*  give important information « explain something
* request for a favour » apologise

A message should always be brief, to the point and precise. The language should be simple and direct
It can be verbal, written or recorded.

Given below are the ehmenuoflmmn-
¢ Time and date

* Body of the message - L

~

Name of the receiver
'  of the person who takes the message
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