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- “What things?” I asked.
Wed me critically out

We all have dreams and aspirations which we want to achieve, irrespective of the hurdles that 1, y
come our path. What do you aspire for? Is there something that makes you afraid that yo, might
not succeed? Or are you sure that your dream will one day become a reality? Discuss in /.

“Tylease, sir,” he said, “could you tell me the time?”

“Twenty minutes to eight,” I replied, looking at my watch.
“Oh,” he remarked. Then added for my information after a pause: “I haven’t got to be in 1)l 1/
past eight.”
After that we fell back into our former silence, he at his end of the park seat, [ at mine.
“And do you live far away?” I asked.
“Oh no, only over there,” he answered, indicating with a sweep of his arm the northern hall
London where it lay darkening behind the chimney-fringed horizon. “I often come and sit here
It seemed an odd pastime for so very small a citizen. “And what makes you like to come and s
here?” I said.
“Oh, I don’t know,” he replied, “I think.”
“And what do you think about?”
“Oh, lots of things.”
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He wriggled sideways, slipping his hands beneath him and sitting on them. “Oh, fancies,” he
explained; “I'm going to be an author when I grow up, and write books.”

‘Then I knew why it was that the sight of his little figure had drawn me to sit beside him, and why
the little serious face had seemed so familiar to me, as of someone I had once known long ago.

So we talked of books and bookmen. He told me how, having been born on the fourteenth
of February, his name had come to be Valentine. In return I confided to him my name, and
discovered that he had never heard it, which pained me for the moment, until I found that of all
my contemporaries, excepting only Mr Stevenson, he was equally ignorant, having lived with the
heroes and the heroines of the past.

Scott and Dumas and Victor Hugo were his favourites. Gulliver’s Travels, Robinson Crusoe, Don
Quixote and The Arabian Nights he knew almost by heart, and these we discussed, ex:

many pleasant and profitable ideas upon the same. He liked ‘real stories’ he told me, ndmm
unconscious of the satire, ‘where people did things.’

|' a
T used to read silly stuff once,” he confessed humbly, “magical tales and that sort nfthM;@
know, but Mama said I’d never be able to write if I read such fairy tales.” )

‘ asE) . " v ” A bR 43 aut mmmw \ ¥
wriggled: twisted and turned with quick movements conﬁdad m.sted someone to sh.u.,m rvf“ 1

contemporaries: people of the same age, a person or thing existing at the same time as another
naively: in a way that shows lack of experience, wisdom, or judgement; innocently

FIREFLY Maws Counrst Book 8
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« "Soyougaveitup,” I concluded for him.

- “Yes,” heanswered. But a little sigh of regret, I thought, escaped him at the same time

nt to learn to write very, very well indeed,” he suddenly added after a pause, his little v |

growing still more serious, “then I'll be able to earn heaps of money.

e to my lips to answer him that it was not always the books written very, very wel o

- brought in the biggest heaps of money; that if heaps of money were his chief hope. he wo
better advised to devote his energies to the glorious art of self-advertisement and the gentle cryr:
of making friends upon the Press. But something about the innocent face beside me silenced
middle-aged cynicism.
“And what would you do, Valentine, with heaps of money?” I asked.
For amoment his old shyness returned. Perhaps it was not quite a legitimate question from a frien
of such recent standing. But his frankness wrestled with his reserve and once more conguered.
“Mama need not do any work then,” he answered. “She isn’t really strong enough for it, vou
know,” he explained, “and I'd take her to live in the country—the country air is so much better tor
her, you know—and Aunt Emma, too.”

3 But I confess that as regards Aunt Emma his tone was not enthusiastic.

- I@a’ketoh;m—f[tmstnotdzscouragmgly——ofﬂletndsandtrm:bbsafﬁnmryweer

| and of the and disappointments awamng the hwm:y spirant

- lemi&dhlmnet. 2

| “Mama says that every work worth doing is difficult,” he replied,

career we choose, there are difficulties and disappointmer ¢ d that I mu

very hard and say to myself ‘T will succeed’ andthmmﬂne&d.ymkmw,lsbaﬂ."

| “Though of course it may be a long time,” he added cheerfully.

; Only one thing in the slightest daunted him, and that was the weakness of his spelling.

i “And I suppose,” he asked, “you must spell very well indeed to be an author.”

; I explained to him, however, that this failing was generally obscured by a little judicious

i indistinctness of calligraphy, and all obstacles thus removed, the business of a literary agent

| seemed to him an exceptionally pleasant and joyous one.

| “Mama says it is a noble calling,” he confided to me, “and that anyone ought

| glad to be able to write books, because they nge people happiness an

and that one must try to be awfully good if one’s going to 0 be as o1, _ -
wtaChotherS . :ﬂ'— _‘_
- “&nddoyoutryto be awfully good, Valennne"lmqnm s i B
~ “Yes,” he answered; “but it's awfully hard, you know. I don’t think anybody could ever be
‘-_.@d‘_.unﬁl,” he corrected himself, “they were grown up.” e LN
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I suppose,” he added with a little sigh, “it’s easy for grown-up people to be good.”

[t was my turn to glance suspiciously at him, wondering if the seeds of satire could have taken root
already in that tiny brain. But his eyes met mine without flinching, and I was not loath to drift
away from the point.

“And what else does your Mama say about literature, Valentine?” I asked.
l-or the strangeness of it was that, though I kept repeating under my breath “Copy-book maxims,
copy-book maxims,” the words stirred within me old childish thoughts and sentiments that I, in
my cleverness, had long since learnt to laugh at; and finding in them in spite of myself a certain
element of truth, a certain amount of helpfulness, an unpleasant suggestion of reproach.

He tucked his hands underneath him, as before, and sat swinging his short legs.
“Oh-—oh lots of things,” he answered vaguely.

Y es! ‘ | ‘N'[.‘\IHIL'\%.

Oh. that "he u';n'.llni it slowly, rec .1“1&13_‘, it word for word as he went on, “thill he who can write a
great book is greater than a King;: that a good book is better than a gond sermon; and that an author

should never forget that the gift of being able to write is given to .ill)‘bﬂdf-‘ in trust.” [ could not avoid 4
i ‘-;
sl L ire it 1 irony o SAPgeraton s e apt
opy-book maxims: copy-book s an exercise book to teach handwnting, usually these books have some common phiases g
%1 | Yell ‘ y whi i red and predictable s reterred 1o as CopyY-DOOk Maxms -

FIREFLY Main Cou 1
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Read and Understand 1

A. Choose and tick (V') the correct option.

1.

What was the first thing that the boy asked the narrator?
a. the narrator’s name b. thetime

c. his seat number d. ifhe could lend him a book

‘Conceit’ means

a. innocence b. vanity

c. ignorance d. anger

Valentine wanted a lot of money so that he could
a. buy lots of toys

b. buy his mother a house in the country
¢.  go to another city
d. travel the world

What did Valentine want to become?
a. anauthor a farmer

b.
c. atraveller d. achef

Valentine’s mother thinks that writing is a ‘noble calling’ because

helps people read

- Al |
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these examples from the text. '

o * After that we fell back into our former silence, he at hl‘ _

& It was my tum to glance suspiciously at him, wondering !
root already in that tiny brain.

¢ end of the park seat, | at mine.
f the seeds of satire could haye taken

The highlighted words in each sentence are phrasal verbs.

A phrasal verb is a verb that is a combination of the main verb together with an adverb or a prepo;y
or both,

You must remember that their meaning is not obvious from the individua; words t;hemselves,

Fell back into means to go back into doing something in a way that was R

Taken root means that an idea has been formed somewhere else, but begins o be accepted in another |,
0 fully at the table given below.

: Example
Meaning _,
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Fill in the blanks with appropriate phrasal verbs, Make changes wherever required.

look down on  breakout  hand out  hand in put up mﬁm

. The teacher

e the question paper to the students,
Cdrefusero Wit your bad behaviour.,
3. My father taught me notto

1

)

) _those with less.
4. The prisoner

X

6

7

of the prison with the help of his friends.
- The manager asked the official to

Wehadwo oy trip to Europe,
7. They refused to

the report by Saturday.

to the demands of the kidnappers.

_Lanquage Skills 1 E
Expressions with ‘Heap’

Look at the given expression from the text.
* Then Il be able to earn heaps of money.

The highlighted expression means a considerable sum of money.

There are many expressions with ‘heap’. Match the expressions in column A with their meaning in
column B,
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\ 'i’th a subject and 3 Vf‘rt'

p!ete sense and needs e
it
meaning

A. Each sentence has a clause which has been underlined. Identify whether it is a principa clayg,

subordinate clause.

After John caught a fish, Kelly caught one also.
If Lousie goes to the store, she will be late for the movie.

. While the family slept, the mouse ran through the kitchen and ate the bread.

1

2

3

4. Llike to eat lunch outside when the sun is shining.
5. We approached the relationship manager who proved to be very useful.
P

inside a quilt when it gets cold.
Adjective Clause
an adjective

Ve pronoun

ike who, whom,

Adjective clauses
are also called
relative clauses.
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3. How much time do professional players devore 1o training?
4. How frequent is the training in amateur ¢luls?

5. How do football players spend most of their time?

Form pairs. Imagine that the two of you have never met each other and are trying to b a
conversation. Discuss the conversation with your partner and demonstrate it to the rest of the e iy

Some situations are given here. However, you may improvise and create your own situations,

1. Its the first day of school and you have a nervous new student in your class. Start a convcnuim;‘-'
make him/her feel more comfortable.

2. You went to visit your grandmother during your summer vacation. Her new nc:ghboun have a c
of the same age as you. Begin a conversation with that child so that you can enjoy your

with a new friend. o 1
g~
Diary Entry
A diary entry is the most personal method of noting down one’s personal and emotuomlchwﬁm. ol
is also an informal form of communication. It can M based on &M cription or

nmonofmwemmmmwm -‘__,,*, g M=
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